
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Coventry Village Special Improvement District 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Coventry Village Summer Series 

Your Project Summary: 10-week, 32 event, arts and culture summer series.  Weekly live music, outdoor 

family movies, community drum circle and yoga classes. Throughout the summer, we host larger special 

events including a comic book festival,  storytelling day, outdoor pinball party, sidewalk sale  (spotlighting 

locally made products and artisan goods) and Star Wars Tribute Day. Artists and arts organizations are 

incorporated into each event. Free vending space for artists and non-profits. Free and open to the public. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The benefit of this 10-week program is clear, a range of activities to attract diverse audiences 

is refreshing and non-traditional (comics, yoga, storytelling, etc).  Free vending for artists and non-profits 

is always appreciated, especially for artists trying to grow their businesses. It's very positive  that CAC 

funds will be used exclusively to compensate arts professionals.  Would have liked more information on 

how more arts organization involvement will be obtained. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This proposal meets funding criteria. This is a multidisciplinary type summer festival that 

reaches a large constituency over 10 weeks. Activities will include a comic book festival, storytelling day, 

outdoor pinball party, sidewalk art sale and more. The activities are very well defined and I commend 

their ability to to program in advance and being able to express in the proposal their featured artists, 

authors, etc. I found particularly strong their goal to engage further partnerships in order to expand 

audience. All expenses go toward programmatic activities and no administrative expenses are allocated, 

which is impressive. The proposal meets all funding criteria. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Coventry Village Special Improvement District's application receives a "yes" for CAC funding. 

The proposed metric for evaluating increased organizational capacity reflect community benefit for the 

local population, local business and arts organizations, and commerce both economic and cultural. Short-

term, high-impact, varied and targeted arts and entertainment offerings with proposed CAC budget 

money supporting participating artists meets the criteria for cultural vibrancy and public benefit. The 

estimated number of people reached by programming staged is also an indication of budgetary efficiency 

and delivery effectiveness. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding criteria. The proposal includes a very thorough and 

comprehensive engagement of organizations in the community, including many supporting the arts and 

cultural vibrancy. It is clear that this has been a successful project for the organization in past years, so 

their current structure should support these events well. One thing to keep in mind as you expand 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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connections within the community to support a range of public events is to think about organizations and 

populations that aren't often included in these kinds of projects -- make sure this is a venture driven by 

all of the community. The attached materials show that you've done a great job of that already. The 

selection of many free events, spaced throughout the summer, and centrally located in the community 

will all contribute to tangible public benefits. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The applicant demonstrates evidence that it meets the funding requirements due to its public 

benefit for both residents and local artists, and contributes to the neighborhood's vibrancy. The applicant 

defines its community, but divides it into two groups-- the residents and the artists. For this program, is 

there a primary community that they hope to benefit? As the project goal is to leverage and build 

relationships with stakeholders, the artists and businesses could be the primary target community.  The 

project goal could have gone deeper into the benefit of achieving this goal; why is it essential? For the 

progress measurement, I would add that the applicant could also ask attendees or registrants where they 

found out about the event(s) to track the most effective/visible partnerships, and also track by event to 

determine which were the most successful. That the applicant consistently changes their programming to 

keep current with trends and ever-changing interests of attendees demonstrates a process of reflection 

that ensures fresh programming & continuous improvement, but a more clear plan of implementation is 

missing. While administrative and production staffing costs are paid through additional portions of our 

annual budgeting, should still represent in budget somewhere. However, demonstration of public benefit 

and cultural vibrancy lead me to say the applicant meets he funding requirements.  

 

 

 

Panelist 5 


